NPS Form 10-900-b OMB No. 10240018
(March 1992) \{Q)\)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Multiple Property Documentation Form

X_New Submission ___ Amended Submission

i R e Tces

A. NAME OF MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING

Historic and Architectural Resources Associated with the Rosenwald School Building Program

B. ASSOCIATED HISTORIC CONTEXTS

The Rosenwald School Building Program in Texas, 1920-1932

C. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title: Karen D. Riles

Organization: Texas Historical Commission Date: July 1997/October 1998
Street & Number: P.O. Box 12276 Telephone: 512/475-2692
City or town: Austin State: TX  Zip: 78711-2276

D. CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this documentation
form meets the National Register documentation standards and sets forth requirements for the listing of related properties consistent
with the National Register criteria. This submission meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60 and
the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation. (_See continuation sheet for
additional ments.)

Z [0-9-95

ignature and title of certifyi Date
State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas Historical Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau
Itiple property ntation form has been approved as a basis for evaluating related properties for listing
Loz [[-19-98
Signature of the Kéeper Date




USDI/NPS NRHP Multiple Property Documentation Form Page 2
Historic and Architectural Resources Associated with the Rosenwald School Building Program Texas

TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR WRITTEN NARRATIVE

PAGE NUMBERS
E. STATEMENT OF HISTORIC CONTEXTS E3 THROUGH E-93
F. ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES F-94 THROUGH F-104
G. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA G-105
H. SUMMARY OF IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION METHODS H-106
I. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES [-107

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places
to nominate properties for listing or determining eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this
request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 120 hours per response, including the time
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127,
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC
20503.



NPS Form 10-900.a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Historic and Architectural Resources Associated Wih the
Rosenwald School Building Program
Secton E Page_3.

E. Higoric Context

Introduction

Theroad to literacy for African Americans a the tum of the 20*' century was paved with hope ad
determination. llliteracy for blacks was being systematicdly diminated throughout Texas and the nation. Of dl
the southem gates, Texas could boadt of having the lowest ilHteracy rate for African Americans, aratethat
dropped from 38.2% in 1900 to 17.8% by 1920* Thisreduction in illiteracy was due in part to the charitable
contributions of such philanthropic organizations as the George Foster Peabbody Fund, the John F. Saer Fund,
the Generd Education Board, the AnnaT. Jeaenes Fund, and the Julius Rosenwad Fund. These organizations
contributed to the education of African Americans by providing funds for teacher's sdaries school equipment,
and the constmction of school buildings. However, it was the founding of the Julius Rosenwad School Building
Program that marked the beginning of the most important educationd initiative of the early 20* century. By the
time the Fund ended operations in 1932, the Program had contributed to the constmction of 5,357 schools

Julius Rosenwald 1862-1932

Julius Rosanwad was bom in Springfield, 1llinois on 12 August 1862. (see E-42) He was the son of a Gamean
Jawv who came to Americato saek economic opportunity in 1854. Whh only twenty-two dollarsto his name
upon arriva to this new country, Julius father quickly found his niche in the city as amember of aclothing firm.
Asayouth, Julius atended public school and made money in his soare time by doing odd jobs”™ Even beforehe
acquired hisgreat wedlth and had esablished his philanthropies, Rosenwad concemed himsdlf with the nesds of
hisfellow man. 1t was hisgod in lifeto eam enough money to support hisfamily, save for the fiiture, and have

yet enough to giveto charity.

Julius began his business career a the age of seventean as an gpprentice inhisuncles clothing firm. Within five
years he had leamed the clothing busness well enough to st himsalf up as an independent clothing merchant in
partnership with hisbrother. After saverd years of moderate sucocess, other opportunities presented themsdves
Namdy, a dhance to become partnerswith ayoung but thriving mail-order busness owned by Richard Seers
Roserwed and his brother-in-law, who presented the idea to Julius, together invested seventy-five thousand
dollarsin a partnership with Sears!'

Roserwed became active in the firm of Seaers Roebuck and Company in 1897. At the tum-of-the century the
company's anua sales were more than deven million dollars. Busness was S0 greet that it was necessxy to
build a plant to accommodete dl the incoming mail orders. 1n 1906, the company completed the constmction of

" Winggarten, Ruthe, Black Texas Wamen, (Universty Press Augdin, 1995), 91

A Edwin R. Embree and Julia Waxman, Invesment in People The Story of the Julius Rosenwald
Fund, (New York: Harper and Brothers 1949), 11

" lbid., 12



